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Anglican Weekly Discusses Russian Churches 


(London) - The Church Times, an independent Anglican weekly, in its Sept- 
ember 22 issue, under a headline "Against Religion", has the following 
comments about the churches in Russia: 


“mhHecent reliable information about the State's attitude to religion’ in 
Possieasis ecrteinly Mot encouraging. It is always difficult to. get objecti= 
ive information about the life of the Churches in Russia. There is a type 
of propaganda which seeks to give the impression that they have all the 
freedom they need; and there is the propaganda which says that Christianity 
is dying out. 


"The truth 1s more complex. The Russian Churches have had in recent 
years a certain. limited freedom. It almost seemed as if a certain modus 
vivendi had been worked out according to which no other interference with 
Courcieiite would) take place beyond the limitations based on the constitu 
tion and the existing legislation. Unfortunately, reports which come from 
eeeumber of dirterent non-political sources, show that once again the 
Churches are under heavy pressure, and that the authorities will not even 
allow them to enjoy the limited freedom which they have had so far in the 
post-war years. 
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"In a number of Russian cities important churches have been closed, 
although attendance was, and is, on a high level. Serious also is the 
closing of some of the few convents which had been allowed to reopen. The 
number of seminaries for the preparation of the priesthood has also gone 
down. There is, furthermore, a lack of New Testaments for personal use, and 
that in spite of a strong demand by the-faithful. 


"These facts should be made known. They cannot leave Christians of 
Other countries indiiferent. Christians must pray for their brethren in 
Russia, and must use every opportunity to let them know that they are 
Surrounded by the Christian family in the whole world." EPS, Geneva 


Self-Help Project List Ready for 1962 


(Geneva) - Forty schemes of self-help which church-run institutions wish to 
inaugurate in 1962 for refugees, the aged, the sick, or the physically or 
socially handicapped are described in the new Project List now being circu- 
lated by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
Momid Council of Churches. 


The total asked for to finance the full list is US $54,450 (£19,500). 
This would enable people facing severe difficulties in Austria, Belgium, 
France, Greece, Italy, and North Africa to get going agin, often at 
comparatively little capital cost. 


For example, one scheme asks for $2,116 to equip a workshop at Salzburg 
which would enable hard-core refugees, who have not worked for many years, 
to readjust themselves to a regular occupation, learn.a trade, and ultimate- 
ly earn their living. 


Again, a reception centre for refugees near Paris asks for $717 to buy 
audio-visual equipment so that French can be taught to newcomers from Bul- 
garia, Yugoslavia, and Albania. These people have had very little education, 
being mostly farm workers from remote areas, and so without the help of 
special techniques it is difficult for them to learn a new language, yet 
Until they know French they cannot find a job. 


Another scheme calls for $701 to buy farming equipment for a community 
of Russian Orthodox nuns who have set up a refuge at Moisenay-le-Grand for 
sick or old people. They shelter some mentally deficient or psychopathic 
patients whom they employ in the garden, but to make this enterprise self- 
supporting they need to modernise their agricultural equipment and begin 
poultry farming. 


Reebing,cin Austrie, $467 is asked for to buy a concrete Mixer Wiewm 
would be lent in turn to groups of refugees who are eager to build their 
own houses after living in camps for many years. 


Ritogether the 40 "self-help" projects for 1962 include such enter- 
prises as job training for widows and girls, irrigation undertakings, educa- 
tion in hygiene and first aid, village improvement ventures, hostels for 
North Africans, handicrafts centres, sewing workshops, and the promotion of 
small-holdings. 
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The purpose behind them all is to provide vocational training or 
occupational therapy, to rehabilitate invalids or handicapped persons, to 
integrate refugees into the normal economy of 8 country, or to develop 
agriculture on a co-operative, communal, or parish basis. 


But each of these schemes is held up until the money can be raised to 
buy essential equipment. 


All the schemes have been approved by local Inter-Church Aid Committees 
after being submitted by church-sponsored organizations. Only the equip- 
ment needed for the "constructive" part of a project is asked for. Pupnie 
ture and administrative and building expenses are the respons1 bi list yeeous 
whoever initiates one of these schemes. 


Details about projects may be obtained from Miss Lois Meyhoffer, secre- 
tary for Self-Help Projects, DICASR, at the wcc headquarters, 1/7 route de 
Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


Australian Churches Ask End of Nuclear Tests 


(Sydney ) - The Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches 
has appealed to the governments of Australia and Great Britain to pursue 
vigorously courses of action which will lead to the cessation of nuclear 
weapons testing and the resumption of negotiations of international 
agreements. 


Khxpressing profound concern that experimental explosions of nuclear 
devices have been resumed, the Council's Committee appeals to the leaders 
of the nations for a new standard of moral leadership in international 
cars. 


The Council's statement says: 


"The agreement to forego tests for a trial period in November 1956, 
was received hopefully by the peoples of the world as an opportunity for 
reliable international agreements to be negotiated. Throughout 1959 and 
1960 the World Council of Churches repeatedly urged that tests be not 
resumed unilaterally, so that a treaty for the cessation of testing could 
be reached through the extremely difficult negotiations then in process, 
and warned that such a resumption could result in a new phase of an arma- 
ments race. 


"The recent resumption of tests has already accelerated that race, 
increased the risk of war, diminished hope, and resulted in the indefinite 
adjournment of negotiations for a treaty." 


A statement on nuclear testing was also issued recently in Geneva, 
Switzerland, by the officers of the World Council of Churches. (See EPS 
No. 33) EPS, Geneva 


Baptists Aid Segregation Fighters 

(New York) - "Freedom Internships" to students in the southern United States 
who spent their summer vacation leading freedom drives protesting against 
racial segregation are being awarded by the American Baptist Home Mission 
Societies, in consultation with the Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, headed by Dr. Martin Luther King. 


Students receiving the grants will be required to maintain high 
academic averages, but will be free from financial anxieties to devote free 
hours for work against segregation. The internships have been made avail- 
able by a grant from the Field Foundation. HPS, Geneva 
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EACC Publishes List of Member Churches! Missionaries 


(Kottayam) - The Hast Asia Christian Council has published a list of mission- 
aries of its member churches "as evidence that the Asian churches are 
beginning to respond to their missionary responsibilities, and to encourage 
them to respond even more fully." 


The brochure notes that many more missionaries are sent out by other 
Christian bodies in Asia which means that the present list does not fully 
portray what the Asian churches are doing to carry the Gospel "to the utter- 
MeStapart Of the earth". The bist will be revised at the BACC's forthcoming 
meeting in Bangalore. 


The brochure shows the greatest number sent by the churches of India - 
@ total of 28 missionaries or missionary. couples, of whom 12 have been 
commissioned by the Mar Thoma Church. They are working in countries includ- 
ing Malaya, Ghana, Thailand, Nepal, Ceylon, Indonesia, Tanganyika, Borneo, 
and Kenya, as well as in home missions in India. 


Mhe churches in the Philippines have a total of 28 missionaries or 
Missionary couples ~ 18 from the United Church of Christ, eight from the 
Methodist Church, and two from the Philippine Independent Church. The 
United Church missionaries are working in Thailand, Indonesia, Hawaii, lran, 
Bthiopia, Turkey, Italy, Greece, and the United States. The Methodist 
Church missionaries are working in Malaya, Borneo, and Okinawa. The Inde- 
pendent Church!s missionaries are working in Hawaii. This church also 
supports 30 priests working among the estimated 1,000,000 Filipino Muslims 
in Mindanao. 


The diocese of Malaya-Hong Kong of the Chinese Anglican Church supplies 
ten missionaries in North Borneo, Singapore, New Zealand, London, Manila, 
Taiwan, Borneo, and the United States. The Church of Christ in China (Hong 
Kong), has four missionaries in Canada and one in the USA. The Methodist 
Church (Hong Kong), has five missionaries in Sarawak. 


The United Church in Japan has two missionaries working with seccond- 
generation Japanese and Canadians in Canada. It also has missionaries in 
india, Thatland, and Bolivia. The Christian Medical Association of Japan 
Supports a medical doctor, his wife and two trained nurses in Nepal. 


The Presbyterian Church in Korea has two missionary families working in 
northern Thailand and another working in Formosa. It also supports three 
teachers in West Pakistan. 


The Burma Baptist Convention has seven missionaries in Thailand; 
Ceylon has two missionaries - one in Kenya and one in Nigeria; and the 
Presbyterian Church of Formosa has three missionaries working in Malaya. 
The West Pakistan Christian Council sends evangelistic teams to Kashmir for 
a period of two months each year and the Anglican Church of Sarawak has sent 
three missionaries to North Borneo, 


The churches of Indonesia have no missionaries serving outside the 
country at present, but they carry on an extensive programme in many new 
areas in Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 


Christian Named Indonesia's Acting President 


(Djakarta)- A Christian has served as acting president of the Republic of 
Indonesia, during President Sukarno's recent absence. 
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Dr. Johannes Leimena was appointed to the post by the President prior 
to leaving for the neutral nations conference in Yugoslavia and a visit to 
the United States. Dr. Leimena, who also acted as foreign minister during 
the President's absence, is well known in Christian circles and has held 
responsible positions in the Indonesian National Council of Churches, 

EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Asks Prayers for Peace 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, has called 
upon Anglican clergy to lead the people in prayers for world peace in the 
coming weeks. 


An article in the October issue of "Canterbury Diocesan Notes" said 
that "nuclear weapons, while they deter aggression, provide the constant 
danger of war erupting through some foolish, impetuous action on someone's 
part. Hence the need is more urgent than ever for a détente with the will 
to discuss. Because this depends upon the collective will of the leaders 
it can be affected powerfully by the prayers of those who pray." 


Dr. Ramsey noted that'in face of the cynicism of the Russian govern- 
ment about Berlin and about the resumption of nuclear weapons tests our 
Government has acted with restraint, patience and strength. No one wants 
war'', he said, “least of all Russia, which like the rest of us, could gain 
nothing from war except her own destruction in the general halocaust.!" 

EPS, Geneva 


Churches Asked to Feed 50,000 Homeless in Burma's Worst Floods 


(Geneva) - To provide mergency feeding for 50,000 children, women, and men 
among the half million affected by one of the worst floods in Burmese his- 
tory, the World Council of Churches has appealed, on request of the Burma 
Christian Council, to its members for US $85,000. 


This will buy enough food to supply one month's rations to the 1O per 
cent of the victims unreached by government and other relief agencies. 


So far upwards of US $14,000 have been given or promised by churches 
in Britain, New Zealand, and the Netherlands, 


The Hev. John Thetgyi, Director of the Burma Christian Council Relie® 
Committee, stresses that the urgent need is for cash to buy rice locally. 
There is no need to export rice to Burma to feed the hungry, even though 
300,000 acres of paddy fields have beer, flooded along the Salween and 
Savtanes rivers. 


Cattle, poultry, and pigs have been drowned in the floods, and when 
the water has subsided thousands of acres will be useless for a long time 
to come. 


In a letter to the WCC headquarters at Geneva, Mr. Thetgyi says that 
more than 90,000 families, totalling 500,000 persons, have been affected 
by the disaster. Government and other relief agencies are striving to 
provide emergency distributions of rice for these victims, but the Burma 
Christian Relief Committee wishes to feed those 50,000 people whom these 
measures will not reach, 
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Japan is also faced by a flood disaster which has been responsible for 
600 casualties and inundated 100,000 acres of rice land. 


In addition, Typhoon Nancy, sweeping across the islands, has taken the 
lives of 185 persons and damaged the property of 176,748 families. But a 
cable to the World Council from the Rev. Ken Buma, Director of Japan Church 
World Service says that the churches will raise funds locally to help the 
victims. 


The cable adds: "No aid required. Will assist Burma flood disaster.” 
EPS, Geneva 


Clergymen Jailed in Segregation Protest 


(Detroit) - Thirteen Protestant Hpiscopal clergymen,who had been jailed in 
Jackson, Miss., on charges of breach of the peace for their desegregation 
efforts, arrived here this week to attend their denomination!s triennial 
General Convention. Two others remained in jail. 


The ministers - 12 white persons and three Negros - had been convicted 
of an effort to desegregate 2 bustcerminal "white" waiting room. They were 
released after they filed notices of appeal and posted $500 appeal bonds. 
Bond is also available for the other two, who decided to remain in jail as 
a futher protest, whenever they want it. 


The jailed clergymen were among 28 who participated in a Prayer Pil- 
erimage organized by the Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity, 
an unofficial organization of the church. Leader of the group was the Rev. 
Robert L. Pierson, of Evanston, Illinois, a son-in-law of Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller of New York. 


An advance group, which had avoided arrest, visited Southern Hpiscopal 
educational institutions and then came here to the convention. Still anwth- 
er group, wnich had atayedbehind in Jackson to explain pilgrimage aims to 
Give oft 1 Clials, arrived here Later. 


The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, the denomination!s presiding bishop, 
issued a statement following the arrests in which he said he had no question 
at all about the motives of the pilgrimage participants. 


Pointing out that the clergymen sought to "bear witness to their 
ChRELetLawecOhnvyLleCtions about justice for all people in this land” ,: Basho 
Lichtenberger declared: 


"These men have chosen the Prayer Pilgrimage as a means of bringing (the) 
Suaved, DOSitLOn Of the church beforé our people. They are doing the rugneT 
as they see the right. Whether they have chosen the right way to bear wit- 
Hess bo tTheie Convictions, time alone will tell," 


Upen their arrival here, the 145 -clergymen attended a dinner, of the 
Society for Cultural and Racial Unity, at which a statement was read on 
bekalf of @ll participants in the pilgrimage. 


The statement reminded Southern laymen that "no loyalty to the secular 
community. . .or to its traditional way of life can. rightfully oppose the 
just claims of their brothers in Christ to be treated as such, to recéive 
full personet, social and political acceptance within the Church and in the 
larger community." 
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However, the statement also called upon northern church members to 
remember their responsibility in curbing discriminatory practices in housing, 
employment, education and church life. 


"In the degree to which community feeling in the North is less obdur- 
ately set against racial integration than in the South", it declared, "to 
that degree the Church is more culpable in its failure to purify its own 
life of all traces of racial separation and to exert vigorous leadership 
against this deformity in the life of society at large". 


"We may expect little mercy from our heavenly Judge if out of wilful 
blindness, indifference, or fear of inconvenient consequences churchmen in 
the North tolerate in comfort the evil which is crucifying brave churchmen 
Ene toemsoutn . Lb said, 


Also in attendance at the ESCRU dinner was Archbishop Joost de Blank 
of Capetown, one of the most outspoken foes of South Africa's apartheid 
policy. He vigorously assailed "the apostles of gradualism" on the race 
issue in both the United States and in his own country. 


Calling upon all Christians to "say a final'No! to racial discrimina- 
tion in any form, in any place, at any time", Archbishop de Blank said such 
a stand "may lead us to lose a few fair-weather friends", but it is the 
only answer to both the Marxist and Islamic view that Christianity is the 
"religion of the white man". 


Meanwhile, U.S. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy has pledged that 
the Justice Department "will co-operate fully" in enforcing a new Inter- 
state Commission order outlawing segregation in interstate bus travel. He 
said the new ruling is the "most far-reaching administrative action ever 
taken by the Federal Government" in the area of racial discrimination. 

EPS, Geneva 


German Churches Offer Prayers for Peace 


(Berlin) - Prayers for peace with justice and freedom are being offered in 
German congregations in response to an appeal issued by Dr. Kurt Scharf, 
chairman, and Bishop Hans Lilje, vice-chairman, of the Council of the German 
Evangelical Church. The appeal asked that the prayers be a part of every 
worship service, and that special prayer meetings also be arranged. It 
said: 


"Tn view of the present threat to peace we will besecch the Almighty 
to protect us from the horror of a modern war, the outbreak of which today 
would involve the destruction of all the good things of this life. 


"We will call upon Him to endow the men who stand at the head of govern- 
ments with wisdom, courage and a sense of responsibility that they may find 
the ways to strengthen and win the peace. 


"In so far as special burdens must be laid upon our people in this way 
for the sake of peace, we will plead for strength to accept this from the 
hand of God and to sec in it the result of the wicked deeds which have 
stained the name of our people in past years. In praying for peace we should 
not wish for anything which could be harmful to peace, We should resist 
the spirit of hate, revenge, bitterness and self-righteousness within our- 
selves and the temptation to set our hopes on a solution with war-like 
methods." EPS, Geneva 
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Episcopalians Support US, Ceylon Unity Provosals 


(Detroit) ~ The triennial General Convention of the Protestant Hpiscopal 
Church has taken far-reaching steps to achieve a greater degree of Christian 
unity, both at home and abroad. 


The convention formally accepted an invitation from the United Presby- 
terian Church to discuss the possibility of a four-way merger, involving 
the Methodist Church and the United Church of Christ, to form a new denom- 
ination of some 18,000,000 members. 


The convention also approved a measure looking forward to full communion 
With the newly merging United Church of Ceylon, if the new denomination 
resolves certain "anomalies and contradictions" in its constitution, such 
as permitting the ordination of women. The new body, to be known as the 
Church of Lanka, will bring together Anglicans, Methodist, Baptists, and 
Presbyterians. 


These actions were taken by the convention after its presiding bishop, 
the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, had declared in an opening sermon that 
to deny that "we are all one in Christ Jesus" is "to deny the Gospel". 


"Surely", he said, "we must take seriously any proposals for the 
reunion of the Church which would preserve and strengthen and bring together 
both Catholic and Reformed traditions." 


Last May the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church invited 
the wipiscopaliens tO join it in “exploring” and "negotiating" a plan oz 
union involving the four US denominations. The proposal was first made- by 
Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church, in 
a sermon late last year in San Francisco, 


Diocesan conventions in Delaware, Massachusetts, Michigan, Los Angeles, 
and Missouri had voiced their approval to accept the Presbyterian invitation. 
But opposition had come from the dioceses of Long Island, New York, and 
OUine yy. bE lLinors. 


However, when the issue came to a vote in the House of Bishops, the 
195 church leaders voted unanimously in favour of the proposal. Said Bishop 
Lichtenberger after the vote, "I'm quite speechless". 


The .denomination's second legislative arm, the House of Deputies, also 
supported the proposal overwhelmingly, after it was made clear that the 
church was not involved in negotiating a merger, but was simply in favour 
of talking about union and was prepared to set up machinery for discussion, 


However, the deputies made a textual change in a resolution of.accept- 
ance, reminding Episcopalians that they might not disregard the basic 
principles of their church when they engaged in union discussions. The 
revised text was then approved by the bishops, since both houses must con- 
cur before any action becomes final. 


Action on recognition of the United Church of Ceylon came first in the 
House of Deputies after spirited debate. Concurrence by the bishops was 
considered virtually automatic since the Ceylon plan had been previously 
sanctioned by the world-wide Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops. 


The United Church of Ceylon will embrace about 100,000 Christians. 
The merger is partially based on the formation in 1947 of the United Church 
of South India, which includes Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Congregationalists. 
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Rarlier, the Rt. Rev. Lakdasa De Mel, Bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon, 
addressed the convention. He has been one of the leaders in negotiations 
of the Ceylon merger plan. 


The convention also heard from Dr. Charles Malik of Lebanon, former 
president of the UN General Assembly, who expressed the belief that "condi- 
tions today are propitious" for "the spiritual unity of ell Christians". 


Dr. Malik, a Greek Orthodox layman and prominent in the World Council 
of Churches, predicted that "every problem in the international order would 
be miraculously transformed", if "it should be God!s will that unity come 
apout in our time". 


In another action, the House of Deputies unanimously elected as its 
president Clifford Phelps Morehouse, a New York book publisher. He succeeds 
Canon Theodore 0. Wedel, of Washington, president since 1952. EPS, Geneva 


Cardinal Bea Stresses Ecumenical Co-operation 


(Bern) - Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, has told a meeting here that co-operation in the ecumenical movement 
is just as important as the churches! world missionary efforts. In the 
future, he said, the Catholic church will make a point of emphasizing this 
PeCneeurat ni ne OL lL TSapriegie « 


Speaking of the Second Vatican Council, the prelate said that while it 
could not alter church dogma, it could clarify the truths taught by the 
Roman Catholic Church, and thus pave the way to Christian unity. 


"Tt will create the preliminary conditions so that some day when God 
so shall decree and we ourselves, and our separated brethren are sufficient- 
ly prepared, a real Council of Union will be held, which will lead to the 
fulfilment of the Saviour's words that there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd",he declared. 


Cardinal Bea is making a lecture tour in Switzerland. The Vatican 
secretariat which he heads is one of the special commissions set up by 
Pope XXIII to prepare for the Council. EPS, Geneva 


Popewssrecaceur lea Wins Khrushchev's Support 


(Moscow) - Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev has expressed approval of a recent 
appeal by Pope John XXIII to world statesmen to negotiate on Hast-West 
tensions in an effort to halt threats to peace, 


In an interview with the Russian press, Mr. Khrushchev said the Pontiff 
had given "common sense its due" when he called upon the statesmen on 
September 10, to !'face squarely the tremendous responsibilities they bear 
before the tribunal of history and, what is more, before the judgement seat 
Oia God. 


Pointing out that he was an atheist and did not believe in divine pro- 
vidence, Mr. Khrushchev stressed that he did believe in the great respons- 
ibility of governments to "embark on a joint search for ways leading to the 
liquidation of the remnants of the Second World War, to the elimination of 
hotbeds of tension, to the curbing of the torch-bearers of a new world 
conflagration". 
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The Russian leader said his government supported "a peaceful solution 
of all controversial international problems by negotiations, and we can only 
welcome any appeal for negotiations in the interest of peace from whatever 
souree it may proceed", 


Mr. Khrushchev asked whether "such champions of the Catholic faith" as 
US President Kennedy and West German Chancellor Adenauer "will listen to 
the holy warning of the Pope of Rome". 


In a page one editorial, the Vatican newspaper, L!Osservatore Romano, 
“wrote that Mr. Khrushchev's remarks "contrasted sharply with the image 
spread so far by Communist propaganda of a Church motivated by political 
interests or serving powers claimed to seek promotion of international 
Borers... EPS, Geneva 


Pan-Orthodox Conference Opens in Rhodes 


(Rhodes) - Metropolitan Chrysostom of Philippi and Kavala, speaking at the 
opening plenary session of the first pan-Orthodox conference in thirty years 
convened here on Sunday, said that all churches must co-operate in the 
Petriteor rellowehip if Christianity 1s to deal’ effectively with "the 

crisis of secularism, paganism, and materialism in the world today. 


"At this tragic moment of history the Church must find new ways to go 
out to the world with the offer of salvation", he declared. "It must pro- 
claim its message from the housetops and have no fear of those who can 
Mestroy the body, but not the soul." 


Directing his remarks to observers from the Anglican and Old Catholic 
churches, and the World Council of Churches, the octogenarian Greek Orthodox 
leader, who has been a prelate of his church for more than fifty years, 
declared: ‘We acknowledge your many blessed actions and your sincere 
striving for dogmatic truth according to the will ef God, and your work te 
reach a positive basis for unity by removing the unjust calumnies against 
Tue Orthodex GC iurch." 


The session which was held in the Church of the Annunciation, opened 
with a procession of delegates, marching behind a banner bearing the cross 
and the words, “In This Sign Conquer". 


Metropolitan Chrysostom, as the representative of Hcumenical Patveraren 
Athenagoras, "first among equals" of leaders of Orthodoxy, is presiding at 
conference sessions. 


At the same session Archbishop Nikodim, head of the Office of Foreign 
Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, said 
that it is the desire of all Orthodox churches to establish closer rela- 
tionships among themselves and with other Christian churches. 


Farlier at the opening liturgy, also held in the Church of the Annun- 
ciation, Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myron, also a delegate from the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, said that the conference could be described in a 
single phrase as “a conference for the presentation of Orthodoxy on the 
pan-Orthodox, pan-Christian and world-wide levels." 


The Metropolitan noted that "hopes entertained for many centuries, 
and noble efforts for decades of years" lay behind the convening of the 
conference. 
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"The. Holy-Orthodox Church is today again Soing forward and taking the 
initiative in fuli responsibility before God and man", he declared. 
"Orthodoxy cannot turn a deaf ear or remain inactive or go its own way" in 
face of the "ferments"” and "problems of the modern world. The pan-Orthodox 
conference would not solve all the problems", he added, but it could "prove 
to all that it was conscious of the problems of our epoch." 


Twelve autocephalous (independent) Orthodox churches are represented 
at the conference with strong delegations including metropolitans, priests, 
monks, and theological professors. These include, in addition to the 
Hcumenical Patriarchate, the Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, Jeru- 
Salem, Moscow, Yugoslavia, Roumania, and Bulgaria and the churches of 
Cyprus, Greece, Poland, and Czechoslovakia. Specially invited observers 
arespresent trom the Oriental churches of Egypt, Syria, South India, 
Armenia, and Ethiopia, and from the 01d Catholic churches, the Church of 
England, the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA), and from the World Council 
of Churches. The Vatican, although invited to send observors, declined, 
but has granted several priests permission to attend in the capacity of 
journalists. | 


The week-long conference, which is giving special attention to the 
question of closer collaboration between Orthodox churches, will prepare 
the study material and agenda items for a pro-Synod meeting, the second in 
the series of meetings. The third in the series will be the Synod, which 
will be attended by heads of the churches and other leaders. BPS, Geneva 


lin) Braet 


An 84-page memorandum presenting the position of the churches on sel- 
ected items of the provisional agenda of the 16th Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly has been issued by the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council. The memorandum has been sent to 
_ the CCIA'ts national commissions and commissioners around the world, and to 
about 800 delegates to the 16th Session. Items covered include: Report. 
of the Director of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East, The situation in Angola, UN Operations in the Congo, Nuclear 
weapons tests, Questions of race conflict in South Africa, Question of 
Algeria, Angolan refugees in the Congo, Population growth and economic 
development, Question of Hungary, and Representation of China in the United 
Nations. 


* * * 


Eighty-two per cent of a cross-section of Swedes polled in a recent 
public opinion survey believe "man needs religion", but 77 per cent said 
theyenad not attended a church service, except for weddings or funerada,, 
in the past four weeks. Nine per cent said they felt man could get alone 
just as well without religion; one per cent said he would be better off 
without itjand eight per cent had no opinion. 


* ei * 


Two groups of Christian youth volunteers from West Berlin and West 
Germany will leave shortly for Hngland and Israel, under the "Sign of. .. 
Reconciliation" programme sponsored by the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(BKID). One group will construct a House of Encounter in Coventry, England, 
and the other will build a large Christian-Jewish centre ard other struc- 
Loveceror Lieus1 ck and iniirm in Llsraci. 


*, ed last year which sharply criticized the government's racial policies. 


7 | Capital punishment will be one of the issues debated by the Lower 
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Sixteen university and church leaders are contributors to a new book 
just published in Capetown, South Africa, which argues the case for rigid 
apartheid. According to an announcement the book, titled "Grense" 
("Borders"), is intended as a reply to the volume "Delayed Action" publish- 
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_ House of the Convocation of Canterbury of the Church of England when it 
“. meets for three days beginning October 3. A motion by the Rev. F. P. 
Coleman ,of Southwark, calls for its abolition or, at least, its complete 


Suspension for five years. 


ed a a 


‘ ii some forty or fifty young Americans will be serving in Latin America 


‘fem by the end of the year in a new Roman Catholic version of the Peace Corps. 


welled "Papal Volunteers" they will work under local church authorities, 


, . combining religious and social work among the poor. Recruits are under- 


‘going 16 weeks of training at Fordham University, New York, in preparation 
poor ’their work, 


* * * 


The Samaritans - a movement "to help those tempted to suicide or des- 


Br _ pair", will become a national association in England. The group, founded 


eight years ago, has centres in 12 communities, and hopes eventually to 
establish them in every town of 100,000 population or more. The centres 
-are manned day and night to answer calls from persons in trouble. The move- 
‘ment has no formal church affiliation, although many clergy and laymen are 
macuive in it. 
Me % * 


Bvangelical youth in Bavaria have contributed 10,000 German marks 


+i ‘ (approximately $2,500) toward construction of a Protestant retreat centre 


“by the Lutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika. The gift was presented to 
‘Bishop Stefano R. Moshi, head of the Tanganyika body, during a recent visit 


. to an evangelical youth work centre in Ntirnberg, Germany. 
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‘>the church and branches of the Leiba 


The Most Rev. Alfred Bengsch has been installed as Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Berlin in a ceremony in Corpus Christi Church, Hast Berlin, attend- 


», ,ed by some 2,000 persons, including five of Rast Germany's Roman Catholic 


bishops. At 40 Bishop Bengsch is Germany's youngest Roman Catholic bishop. 
_. He was named by Pope John XXIII last month to succeed Julius Cardinal 
_ ‘Doepfner, who has become Archbishop of Munich. The installation ceremony 
~ .was later repeated in West Berlin. Bishop Bengsch'!s diocese includes both 
-*parts of the divided city, 
aaa * * x 
eek The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 


South America has announced 
- the creation of a Department of Laity, 


to co-ordinate relationships between 
A clergyman and a layman have been 


-.named directors. They are the Very Rev. Constantine J. Kazanas of the Holy 


\}. (Cross Theological Trustees and director of the Hellenic Univ 


Trinity Cathedral, New York, and Mr. Ernest A. Villas, secretary of the Holy 


ersity Founda- 


‘tion, Brookline, Mass. EPS, Geneva 


